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it was left to  a  powerful  Conservative  statesman   CHA) some years later to express his fear that the whole   ^^ Crimean enterprise had been putting money on the wrong horse.
As for the once famous, but now long forgotten, affair of the Arrow and the quarrel with China (1857), Cobden's repulse was even more vexatious, and to onlookers still more instructive. Here, too, standard sophisms were complacently trotted forth, with the advantage that China was only a weak Power. The officer on the spot, it was held, had no doubt gone flagrantly wrong, but it would never do either to recall him, or to redress the injustice to which he had committed us, for orientals, as all the world knows, mistake attempts to do justice for fear; if legality did not exactly warrant violence at Canton, at any rate policy demanded it. Such was the defence of proceedings which a man of cool temper and good experience like Lord Elgin pronounced a scandal, and a majority of the House of Commons thought so too. But Palmerston appealed to the electors. The parliament that the Manchester men had entered as victors in the stoutest struggle of their time was dissolved, and sweeping disaster overtook them all. Bright was not thrown into the Irwell, but he was turned out of Manchester at the bottom of the poll. Cobden and the rest of the band shared his mortifying fate. When the Duke of Wellington had his windows broken less than twenty years after Waterloo, he may well have been angry, but his principles were not absolutely shattered, the King's government could still be carried on. Cobden, on the other hand, had fought his battlo in reliance on a rational public opinion, and that As all know,ort against the Treaty ofleast vital andngofOL. I  In short, heitlearness, "tod have found comfort in a firm calculation of the conditions. . . . We will not attack you as Voltaireerity of those he was among in their prayers. But we will talk over the merits of the case. haveblaze of living light,
